Friday: Our Favourite Day of the Week

It's hard to believe another week has flown by! I'm writing this on a
Friday, which I must confess, is one of my favourite days in school. The
week culminates in two special events that truly highlight the incredible
community we have here at Hyrstmount.

First, we have our Golden Assembly. This is a time when we celebrate
learners who have gone above and beyond, exemplifying our school rules
of Ready, Respectful, and Safe, as well as our Hyrstmount Heroic
Values of Respect, Empathy, Determination, Cooperation, and
Responsibility. Teachers share wonderful stories about children who
have excelled in class, shown incredible resilience, demonstrated a
positive attitude, or simply been a kind and caring friend. Reading the
nominations from our staff is one of the biggest joys of my job; it's
fantastic to see our learners beaming with pride. These moments are so
important for a child's self-esteem, showing them that their hard work
and good behaviour are not only noticed but also celebrated. A huge
thank you to all the parents who are able to join us in the assembly hall
to share in your child's achievement—it makes the occasion even more
special.

Then, there's the much-anticipated Hot Chocolate Friday. Every Friday
afternoon, I have the pleasure of inviting a group of learners nominated
by their class teachers, to join me for a delicious hot chocolate, complete
with whipped cream and marshmallows. This isn't just a treat; it's a
dedicated opportunity for me to get to know the learners whose behaviour
is exemplary and who consistently try their best. It's a brilliant way to end
the week, and I believe the greatest gift we can give our children is our
time. They truly appreciate this small moment, and it makes them feel
incredibly valued, knowing their efforts haven't gone unnoticed.

These weekly traditions are the highlight of my week as headteacher.
They remind me of the wonderful, caring learners we have in our school
and the strong community we've built together.



