
 

 

North America South America 

What is the climate like?  
Climate 
The Arctic Circle is one of the coldest places on earth with winters reaching -30° C 
although much of Canada is deciduous forest.  
Central USA consists of deciduous forest but also grassland, with very hot summers 
and cold winters whilst western Mexico and USA has a desert climate, reaching up 
to 45° C.  
The climates of Central America are essentially tropical but due to the many 
mountains and hills, average temperatures in the highlands are much lower than 
those in the coastal lowlands.  
Biomes - Biomes are areas of the planet with a similar climate and landscape, 
where similar animals and plants live. There are six main biomes that can be found 
on Earth. 
The biomes found in North America are: 
Tundra – is the coldest biome. The temperature is so cold that there is very little rain 
or snow. Most of the ground is frozen all year.  
Temperate, deciduous forest  
Grasslands  
Desert  
Tropical rainforest 

What is the climate like? 
Climate  
There are 4 main climate zones: tropical, cold, dry and temperate. The countries on 
the Earth’s equator (Brazil, Ecuador and Colombia) are humid and wet. Summers 
are very hot and winters are mild and warm.  
The biomes found in South America are: 
Tropical rainforest –are hot and wet all year round. Lots of animals live in the 
rainforest.  
Savannah -  are hot all year and have a long dry season. Typically, only grasses 
and shrubs grow here but it is home to lots of animals.  
Grassland – typically have warm summers and cold winters, with some rain. Grass 
is the main plant that grows here.  
Desert –are dry all year. Only a few plants like cacti will grow in deserts. Most 
animals will come out at dusk when it is cooler. 
Temperate, deciduous forest – are usually warm and mild. Typically, there is more 
rainfall in the winter than in the summer. Lots of trees grow here.  

What are the main rivers, volcanoes and mountains? 

 
  

What are the main rivers, volcanoes and mountains? 

 

What are the main sources of trade? 
 
North America major mineral resources are: coal, bauxite, iron, copper and 
nickel. Gold and silver mines operate in the western part of the continent. 

What are the main sources of trade? 
 
South America's major mineral resources: are gold, silver, copper, iron ore, 
tin, and petroleum.  
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continent, region, climate, 
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Physical geography  
climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes. 
 
Human geography  
types of settlement and land 
use, economic activity 
including trade links and the 
distribution of natural 
resources incluidng energy, 
food, minerals and water.  


