
Year 6 Science – Living Things and Their Habitats Knowledge Organiser 

How do we group microorganisms?  

 

Golden Knowledge (everyone should know this 
information).  

• Living things are classified into broad groups 
according to common observable 
characteristics and based on similarities and 
differences.  

• Living things are classified into three main 
groups: microorganisms, plants and animals 
 

Key Vocabulary  

characteristics A particular feature or quality that 
is specific to an individual, species 
of group. 

classification The process of grouping living 
things according to their 
similarities.  

classification 
key 

A set of questions used to identify 
and group living things. They are 
usually based on an organism’s 
physical characteristics 

microorganism An organism that can only be 
seen using a microscope.  

organism Is another way to refer to a living 
thing.  

species A group of organisms with shared 
characteristics than can reproduce 
to produce offspring.  

 

How do we use classification keys to group animals?  

 
 

 

How do we use classification keys to group plants? 

 
 

Why is Carl Linnaeus Important?  
In the 1700s, Swedish scientist Carl Linnaeus (1797-
1778) published a system for classifying living things 
based on their observable characteristics, known as the 
Linnaean System. An adapted version of this system is 
still used today.  

 
 

Why is classification important?  

There are millions of different types of living things on 
Earth. In order to keep track of them all, scientists put 
living things into groups based on characteristics that 
they have that are the same. This is called classification. 

Making links between characteristics and spotting what 
is the same and what is different about them, helps us 
to understand more about the animals and plants 
around us. It also helps scientists 
to identify and classify new species that are found. 

 


